
 
 

 
 
 
The following questions and answers give a basic description of how one becomes a Poll Worker and 
various aspects of the job.  Application is on the next page. 
  
Q. What is a Poll Worker? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A. Poll Workers are United States Citizens who have 

registered to vote in San Diego County and give their 
valuable time by working at community Polling Places 
on Election Day so their fellow citizens can exercise 
their voting rights. There are three types of Poll 
Workers: Inspectors, Assistant Inspectors, and Clerks. 
Inspectors supervise the Poll and assist voters; 
Assistant Inspectors assist the Inspector and voters, 
stepping in as the Inspector in an emergency.  Clerks 
assist voters at the polls. 

Q. How are Poll Workers compensated for their time?
A. Inspectors are paid $100.00, Assistant Inspectors are 

paid $80.00, and Clerks are paid $60.00 for the day. 
The real reward, however, is the sense of pride 
gained by serving their community. 

 
Q. If Poll Workers do not volunteer their time, how 

and when are they paid? 
A. Poll Workers are mailed a check approximately four 

weeks after the election. 
 
Q. What are the hours of work? 
A. 6:00 a.m. to approximately 10:00 p.m. on Election 

Day.  Workers are allowed two forty-five minute meal 
breaks as scheduled by the Inspector. 

 
Q. Can Poll Workers work part of the day? 
A. Poll Workers serve the entire day. (The only exception 

to this rule is when two immediate family members 
agree to split their day at the polling place and only 
one receives a check.) 

Q. What is required to be an Inspector? 
A. An Inspector must attend a training class 

lasting approximately three hours prior to the 
election. After the class they pick up ballots 
and election supplies. (An Inspector must 
have a vehicle to transport ballots and 
supplies.) An Inspector supervises the 
Clerks and assists voters. An Inspector 
arranges access to the polling place with the 
Poll Owner to insure the Poll will be ready for 
Election Day.  

 
Q. What is required to be an Assistant 

Inspector? 
A. An Assistant Inspector must attend a training 

class prior to Election Day. An Assistant 
Inspector assists the Inspector and voters 
and should be able and willing to serve as 
Inspector in case of an emergency. An 
Assistant Inspector must accompany the 
Inspector to the collection center after the 
poll closes. 

 
Q. What duties do the Clerks perform? 
A. Clerks assist by setting up the polling place, 

issuing and receiving ballots, closing the 
polling place, explaining the voting process, 
and assisting voters.  

 
Q. May clerks attend the training class? 
A. In most circumstances, clerks are not 

encouraged to attend a class due to 
equipment limitations and available space at 
the training locations. Clerks should be 
trained by Inspectors on Election Day for the 
duties they are required to perform. 
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_______________       
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Would you like to work at a polling place on Election Day?  Workers are paid from $60 to $100 
depending upon their type of assignment. We are always in need of those who are bilingual in 
Spanish, Tagalog, Vietnamese and English.  If you belong to any clubs or organizations, you might let 
your members know that working at poll sites can be a group project, with club members directing 
their pay to the organization. 
 
Rent us a polling place.  Polling places are needed throughout the county.  Compensation for 
hosting a poll is $50 with an additional $20 if the host provides the tables and chairs needed by poll 
workers. 
 
Please let friends, relatives and coworkers know about these opportunities. 
 

Poll Worker and/or Polling Place Application 
(Please type or print in black or blue ink.) 

  
Name (As Registered to Vote):  
 (Last) (First) (Middle Initial) 
 
Home Phone:(         )  Business Phone: (         )  Date of Birth:  
 (Month) (Day) (Year) 
 
Home Address: CA  
 (Street Address) (City) (Zip Code) 
 
Mailing Address (if different): CA  
 (Street Address) (City) (Zip Code) 
E-mail Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Drive Vehicle?    Yes    No.    Will you travel to a nearby precinct?   Yes    No 

Precinct Officer Work Experience?    Yes    No.   

If yes, Position and Location?    

Would you be interested in supervising a Precinct Board?    Yes    No. 

Would you like to volunteer your home, business or other facility as a Polling Place?   Yes    No. 

Languages, other than English, in which you are fluent (speak, read & write)   
 
I am a U.S citizen and a registered voter in San Diego County and can speak, read, and write the English 
language.  I understand that Election Day hours are approximately 6:00 a.m. to 10 p.m. and do not conflict with 
my present schedule. 
 
Signature:     Date:    

Please mail or fax your application to: 
 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 
5201 Ruffin Road • Suite I • San Diego • California 92123 • Fax 858.694.2955• Phone 858.565.5800 

Visit our website at www.sdvote.com 
 


